The first thing needed for the improvement of midwifery practice is to educate the public to realise clearly that difficult labour can in most cases be prevented. Patients must be instructed to come for examination before the end of the eighth month of pregnancy, and women pregnant for the first time should be seen at the end of the seventh month. There was always the risk that when the uterus was opened there might be spilling of the liquor amnii containing gonococci into the peritoneum causing infection. The gonorrhoeal cases were best treated by non-instrumental methods of induction, and some very successful results had followed the use of quinine and pituitrin in the department. The use of bougies brought with it the risk of infecting the uterus from the vagina.
Dr Haig Ferguson said that the speakers had gone into the whole subject of the induction of labour and Cresarean section very fully, and that the comparative safety of the latter operation had been well emphasised.
He thought Dr Lackie had not been quite clear in stating that the indications for Cresarean section in pelvic contraction depend not so much upon the actual pelvic measurements as upon the relative proportion of the foetal head to the individual pelvis. He always removed the gauze in twenty-four hours, but occasionally had to pack a sccond time.
